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□ 
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Box. 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless othrawise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ^ » 

'— * which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ into-national search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 
international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 

pages* 




□ 



as originally filed/fumished 



pages'* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 



nos. 



nos.' 



nos.' 



nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 
sheets 



as originally filed/furnished 



sheets'" 



sheets* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Siq)plemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs ^ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

!f item 4 applies^ some or all of those sheets may be marked ''superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

dtations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1 to 20 



Document 1: JP 2003-61949 A (GE Medical Systems Global 

Technology Co. LLC), 04 March 2003 

Document 2: JP 2002-222410 A (Hitachi Medical Corp.), 09 

August 2002 

The feature of separating the entire fat-containing 
region into a visceral fat-containing region and a 
subcutaneous fat-containing region based on the position 
information for the fat-free region is not disclosed in 
any of the documents that are cited in the international 
search report, and the feature in question would not have 
been obvious, even to a person skilled in the art. 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Internationa! application No. 

PCT/JP2004/004 993 



Box No. VI 



Certain documents dted 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 70. 10) 

Application No. 
Patent No. 

JP 2003-339694 A 
[EX] 



Publication date 
( day/month/year) 



Bling date 
( day/month/yair) 



02.12.2003 



Priority date (valid claim) 
( day/xoo nt Wyear) 



22.05.2002 



Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non- written disclosure 
( day/month/year} 



Date of written disclosure 
refening to non- written disclosure 
(iiay/mottth/year) 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

• The meaning of the term ^^fat-free region," as set 
forth in claims 1 to 5 and 11 to 15/ is unclear. 

• Claims 1 and 11 include the disclosure ^^separating the 
aforementioned entire fat-containing region into a 
visceral fat-containing region and a subcutaneous fat- 
containing region based on the position information 
for the fat-free region." However, the manner in which 
the entire fat-containing region is separated into a 
visceral fat-containing region and a subcutaneous fat- 
containing region is unclear, even with consideration 
of the disclosures in the description. 

• Claims 4 and 14 include the disclosure "interpolating 
the areas between the plurality of observed points by 
means of higher order spline interpolation." However, 
the description does not include any disclosure in 
relation to higher order spline interpolation. 

• Claims 5 and 15 include the disclosure "eliminating 
the layers of epidermal tissue from among the fat-free 
regions." However, the description does not include 
any disclosure in relation to the feature of 
eliminating the layers of epidermal tissue. 
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